Life with the Enemy

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant
loss of life around the world and poses an
unprecedented threat to the socio-economic
levels. Needless to say, | was also a victim of it
when it unexpectedly swallowed up the hopes
and relationships of people around the world for
nearly two years. There are uncertainties about
the future of a person living apart from his
homeland and abroad. In such an environment,
the role that the government of Taiwan has played
from the outset in protecting its citizens are to be
commended. Taiwan’s action in securing
regional security by blocking all enemy entry into
its territory, successfully suppressing its spread in
the country and extending the hand of co-
operation to allied countries is a great example to
the world. It is the privilege of all the student
community, including myself; to ensure that
security and reliability at the university, the
National Chung Hsing University, where | study.
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Before the pandemic came, we had very happy
and beautiful memories. In parallel with the
study, other extracurricular activities were well
shared with my friends wunder a joyful
background. With the pandemic, all of that was
somehow lost to us. It would be more accurate to
say that the internet took responsibility for all
our relationships. A moment when a thousand
heart around the world were confined within four
walls, a moment when the laughter of friends we
had just heard was just memories; The University
and the office of international affairs always tried
to keep our physical and mental well-being safe.
A great example for their involvement to this is
that; the organization of the “Sinhala Hindu
New Year Celebration”, which is celebrated
with great fervor by Sri Lankans, with the
participation of all Sri Lankans in Taiwan. The
National Chung Hsing University (NCHU),
invited about 50 countrymen to the university
premises and celebrate according to the health
guide lines together with traditional games and
foods. Not only for the Sri Lankans, has NCHU
always respected other cultural aspects of other
countries, organizing their cultural events also. In
addition to that several memorable field
activities, field trips have been organized during
the early pandemic era. Field trips such as Sun
Moon Lake visit was able the tension of our
mind.
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Over the time, the virus became more and more
prevalent. In the face of regional variants of the
virus and its rapid spread, the whole world face a

huge conflict against the virus. In such a situation;
the NCHU took immediate action to ensure the
safety of the university community. Out of them,
all new foreign scholarship recipients were
summoned for the academic activities after the 14
days quarantine period. However, as the recent
outbreak of the virus has affected the normal
functioning of the country, the university system
has been hit hard. The university administration
had to focus only on the online education while
maintaining social distance. The transformation
in education into an online mode, is unlike
anything I've ever seen in my educational career.
However, several advantages such as efficiency,
accessibility of time and place, affordability and
improved student attendance etc. as well as the
disadvantages such as inability to focus on
screens, technology issues and sense of isolation
etc. can be observed, along with this type of
education. By the way, the university could be
able to ensure the education of our students.
However, as a postgraduate student my degree
literally based on lab works. Over the past two
months, the university which has been devoid of
students, has come to realize just how badly the
virus has affected student’s life.
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This tiny virus teaches us the lesson on the
importance of a relationship. As well as, we are
confronted with life's most fundamental
questions. What are we doing here? What have
we accomplished in our lives? What do we still
want to do if given the chance? Who is the most
significant person in our lives? What is it that we
really value? The epidemic forces us to face some
difficult truths: Why have we spent so little of our
time if we know who is actually important to us
and what we truly value?

6®® V) 66IGBE  BIODBDBIDG
DEOBO BENe 231N 2430 W% 8.
BImel D1eHs’® yuim dEO 38 Gxen &
£38@). 366 BIm6cS 243 83128382758 23S BB
1536753 2O ? 24DedHrD% F1YHmEenIBS 28
DO} @23 BBOD wn@B3e? 4ed Bdmecs
DO 3EDE® WPe? 28 BIemHBIO
BHB WOBIEB OWE? DeBonBIB B8ONS
&1 e3HBBBIO Yenen 8OO 24230 DE WOE:
24230 3B DRGBBIO NEWNBS e 8329 23
BRIBO i WO NOW al a8
22536153 5O 38 26 2ICE 83 DKGBLS DS
D6E 41B?

Name: 4148

Language: Sinhala

Student No: 8109052008



