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Exploring New Horizons: A Malaysian’s Study Abroad Adventure

As someone who graduated from an English-medium school, everyone was shocked to hear that I would be
furthering my studies in Taiwan, let alone in a medical field like veterinary medicine. Well, my answer is
simple: studying in Taiwan checks all the boxes on my list. I get to pursue my dream course abroad without
burdening my parents financially, and National Chung Hsing University (NCHU) was the perfect choice for
me.

I am currently in the first year of my five-year Bachelor's course in Veterinary Medicine. NCHU offers one
of the top veterinary medicine programs in Taiwan. The Department of Veterinary Medicine was established
in 1970, followed by the creation of the Graduate Institute of Veterinary Microbiology in 1994 and the
Graduate Institute of Veterinary Pathology in 1998. We have our own teaching hospital where students
undergo clinical rotations in their fourth and fifth years. NCHU provides a comprehensive education that
extends beyond the traditional classroom setting. In 2021, our university became the first in Taiwan to
import a bovine birthing simulator from Canada, and they established a unique animal research center based
on NCHU's expertise in animal medical research.

To me, NCHU was a hidden gem for many reasons. Not only is their veterinary medicine course accredited
in Malaysia, but majority of the course materials used, such as slides and books, are in English. Students are
taught scientific terminology in both English and Chinese, giving them a valuable advantage. Furthermore,
NCHU accepts a variety of graduation qualifications besides UEC (Malaysian Chinese private school exam).
I applied using A-Levels, but SPM and STPM (Malaysian national exams) are accepted as well. Another
reason why I chose NCHU is because they offer many scholarships and financial aid options for
international students. I am currently under the school’s full scholarship, which also includes a monthly
stipend.

The Office of International Affairs (OIA) is in charge of assisting international students during their time at
NCHU. OIA frequently organizes fun activities for international students to bond and make new friends,
such as Halloween parties, Christmas parties, and Fun Games Day. During these events, we get to enjoy
delicious food, play fun games, and win attractive prizes. | remember winning first place during the 104th
Fun Games and having so much fun with friends from all over the world. OIA also organizes field trips to
different parts of Taiwan. I joined the day trip to Tainan, where we visited Anping Old Street and the Ten-
Drum Cultural Village. Most importantly, all these events are entirely free!

Although I have only begun my academic journey here at NCHU, I’ve had an amazing time here, balancing
academics and exploration. As I navigate my remaining time here, | am reminded that just like the perfect
blend of ingredients in a refreshing cup of bubble tea, my journey here will be a harmonious fusion of
knowledge, culture and personal growth.
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Photos

Brief Introduction

(maximum of 100 words per photo)

OIA orientation day 1% #rH

We got a free pastry box and fan. The OIA volunteers
took us on a tour around the school and introduced
the famous spots on campus, such as the library,
Chung Hsing lake, Chung Hsing Milk Tea and Hui-
Sun auditorium.
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IPC Annual Christmas Party F & 33 TR %

Winners of the general knowledge quiz, [ won first
place!
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One of the restaurants at the school cafeteria, £ %
%5 selling delicious souffles. This was during

Christmas time, so the interior was decorated prettily.
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Beautiful evening view outside the veterinary
medicine department building
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IPC Halloween Party 5 TRt

I met so many new friends from different countries
and had lots of fun. I didn’t dressed up as anything
because I forgot to buy a costume. My friends
dressed up as a pumpkin, clown and vampire.
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