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Kusum Mushyakhwo

Why is NCHU a hub for study?

My name is Kusum Mushyakhwo. I am from country rich in history, with immense beauty of
culture, and magnificent snowcapped mountain ranges — Nepal. My incredible journey from Nepal
to Taiwan begins in 2017 A.D.

I chose Taiwan for my undergraduate studies due to its exceptional quality education and research
opportunities. Thus, I enrolled in the Department of Tropical Agriculture and International
Cooperation (DTAIC) at National Pingtung University of Science and Technology (NPUST), which
provided me with a strong foundation in the fundamentals of agriculture, including agronomy, soil
science, crop science, entomology, and plant protection. Taiwan, being a highly recognized global
center for quality education and research, has encouraged me towards pursuing a Master’s and Ph.
D. degree in Taiwan. National Chung Hsing University(NCHU) offers English-taught agriculture
degree under International Master Program of Agriculture (IMPA) and International Doctorial
Program in Agriculture (IDPA). I obtained my master’s degree from IMPA and currently pursuing
Ph.D. from IDPA.

IMPA and IDPA are umbrella program, which enable us to choose the lab for our master thesis from
any department under the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources that match with our filed of
interest. The IMPA and IDPA programs encourage students to pursue internships in research centers
to prepare them for the challenges of their future careers. I grab this opportunity and did one year of
internship at the renowned and excellent research center, World Vegetable Center located in Tainan.
Working in a professional research environment have help me develop practical research skills,
such as data collection, analysis, and interpretation. Besides this, it has help me building
professional networks and connections, which will be invaluable for my academic and professional
development. IMPA and IDPA recruit local Taiwan students, and international students, making
them multinational programs. Studying alongside fellow classmates from different nations, I
realized I realized the immense value of cultural diversity in enriching the academic experience. We
shared our ideas and learned about each other's cultures. It helped me understand the world better.

NCHU offers various opportunities to its students to enhance their academic and personal growth,
providing financial support in different ways. I was fortunate to receive NCHU scholarships for my
master's studies. This blessing allowed me to pursue academic excellence and spared me from any
financial constraints during my educational journey. Teaching Assistantship is also offered by the
Office of International Affairs, NCHU. I got a chance to be a teaching assistant for two courses
offered by the Department of Entomology: Insect-Plant Interaction and Host-Plant Resistance to
Pest Insects. My major is Entomology. Therefore, teaching assistantships in core entomology
courses have helped me develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter.

While studying at NCHU, I get a chance to participate in many national and international
conferences. I attended and gave an oral presentation titled SWOT Analysis of Agriculture in
Taiwan at the 18th Young Scientist Seminar, held by Yamaguchi University, Japan under the Sakura
Science Online Program 2021 by web. I also presented my master’s research findings at the Plant
Protection Annual Meeting held in NCHU on December 2nd, 2022. Furthermore, I got an
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opportunity to share my research in the Symposium on Agricultural Cooperation and Exchange of
Taiwan and Nepal held on 5-6 January 2023. Attending seminars and conferences helps me to
expand my knowledge, stay updated on the latest research in my field of study, and network with
other researchers in their field.

For ease of living in Taiwan, it is very important to learn the basic Chinese language. NCHU offers
various Chinese courses for those who are willing to learn the Chinese language without any course
fee. Learning Chinese has helped a lot in communicating with local people while traveling around
Taiwan.

Office of International Affairs (OIA) one of the vital bodies of NCHU is the second home of
international students. Although international students are miles apart from their homeland, NCHU
makes them feel at home. They often organized different gathering programs such as the welcome
program, Christmas program, Halloween party, and Year ending party, in collaboration with student
clubs. They are the bridge between international students and Taiwanese culture. Many cultural
field trips are organized every 2-3 times a semester to encourage international students to immerse
themselves in Taiwanese culture. I had the privilege to join various trips and gained wonderful
experiences. They also share Taiwanese cuisine with international students during auspicious days
(Mooncake during the Mid-Autumn Festival and Rice Dumpling during the Dragon Boat Festival).
Every year, during NCHU’s anniversary, OIA provides opportunities for international students to
represent their country through cultural attire and home country cuisine among all students and
visitors. All the efforts they put in to make the life of international students easy at NCHU is
commendable. We, international students truly appreciate OIA’s dedication.

The entire experience of studying and living in Taiwan has been amazing. I feel Taiwan is not only
the ideal place for study; it is the safest country in the world to explore. Hence, I urge everyone to
consider coming to Taiwan and earning a degree from NCHU for a future filled with potential.
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Brief Introduction
Photos

(maximum of 100 words per photo)

The illustration depicts my English teacher's polite and thorough instruction on various aspects of
English conversation, grammar, and IELTS exam preparation. This opportunity is invaluable for
enhancing English proficiency at no cost. Engaging in English conversation practice facilitates

cultural exchange and idea-sharing, while targeted preparation for exams like

IELTS, TOEFL, and TOEIC ensures
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At the end of every year, NCHU hosts a year-
end party for its international students. Various
Taiwanese delicacies are served. The
environment of the party is always lively; OIA
members also prepare many gifts through lucky
draw and interesting question and answer
sessions. In this photo, you can find me at the
very end, wearing a red-colored coat, posing in

a big heart shape with both hands.
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During NCHU’s anniversary, international
students enrolled in NCHU are given an
opportunity to showcase their national
dress. It is our pride to represent my
Country-Nepal through national costumes. I
belong to one of the ethnic group of Nepal
called Newari community. In the photo, I
am wearing Haku patasi (black sari with red
borders) which is worn by Nepali Newari

women living in Kathmandu valley of

Nepal.
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NCHU has over 400 exchange agreements
with universities across the globe. MOU has
been signed between College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources,

NCHU and Institute of Agriculture and
Animal Science, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
on Jan 5, 2023 with the aim of further
intensifying mutual cooperation in the field of]
education, research, teaching and learning
methods. On the same occasion, students
from Nepal (including those enrolled in
NCHU), and Taiwanese students have
privileged to share their research through oral
and poster presentation.
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